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TO  TI-IE  (JllAimm  & IMiBSRS  OF  THE 
BLAGERCD  UR3/ilT  DISTRICT  COUITGIL 


Gentlemen , 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  3^ou  my  iinnual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the 
Blackrod  Urban  District  for  the  year  I9k9- 


Area  (acres) 2,392*39^ 

Population  (Census  1931)  3 >599 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate 

of  Population  mid  1949  •••  3>13T 

Ho,  of  Inhabited  Houses 

(at  the  end  of  1949) 999 

Rateable  Value £12,773 


Sun  represented  by  a pennj?’  rate  ...  £^-if-®d, 

6'^-  H-  - 


EZTRiiCTS  FROM  vITiUj  STATISTICS  during  the  year  1949 


Total 

Live  ^ legitimate  45 

Births^  T-nn  -J.-  4-  n 

) Illegitimate  ^ 

Total  46 

BirtxT-rate  per  1,000 

mid  1949 

Stillbirths  1 


E*  I- 

29  16 

-d:  i 

sa  IT 

stimated  civilian  population 

- 14tl 

1 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  cj  still)  births  - 21 


Total 


Deaths  ^3  15  28 

Death  I’ates  per  1,D00  estijuated  civilian  population 
mid  191-9  ~ Crude  I3.7 


Adjusted  - 

13.3 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes; 

— 

Death  rate  per 

Deaths 

1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  & post-abortive 

sepsis 

Ml 

Nil 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  lijatemal  LJortality 

Ml 

Nil 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  years  of  age 


4II  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitiiaa.te  live 

births  


Illegitimate 


infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 


Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages -- 

heasles  (all  ages)  ,,  , , , ^ „ 
;;  •’  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages}".!  - 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis - - 

iVon-Pulnonary  Tuberculosis - 1 

Cancer  of  Breast - 1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  1 3 

Intrccrmial  vascular  lesions  ...  2 U 

Heart  Diseases  7 13 

Otaier  diseases  of  circ,  system  1 1 

Pneumonia  1 1 

premature  Birth - 1 

Road  tia.ffic  accident  ...  1 - 

Other  violent  causes  - 1 

All  other  causes  2 2 


15  28 
rrmi-m 

ilote.  There  were  11  transferable  deaths,  3nd  these 
are  included  in  the  above. 


CAUSES  . OP  .SICIUTBSS  DUHIHC ^HE;^ 

There  were  20  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year  compared  with  6Ii  in  the  previous  year. 
Five  of  these  cases  were  Scarlet  Fever,  three  of  vUiich 
vjere  removed  to  Hospital.  Lleasles  accounted  for  9 
notifications. 


IIvillHISi-TIQN 

The  immunisation  of  cliildren  against  Diphtheria 
is  now  undertaken  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  the  children  from  tlie  Blaclcrod  District 
receive  treatment  at  V/est  bought  on.  Special  transport 
is  provided  pending  the  provision  of  a clinic  in 
Blacla*od. 
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aENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEi^LTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA  - 
CTTg^i bliaX lA'ss'rs t'oh c c ^ 

No  applications  received. 


NURSING  i'iRRM&ELlBNTS 

There  is  a practising  tiidwife  in  the  district, 
and  a Nurse  from  Westhou^ton  comes  into  Blaclfrod 
daily. 

HOSPITiOi  ACGOMOEATION. 

For  Srril  Ip  ox  - No  provision 

For  Other  Infectious  Disease  - By  arx*angement  with 
the  Divisional  Hea^lth  Office,  "*oa6es  of  Infectious 
Diseases  are  sent  to  the  nearest  Hospital  (on  the 
list)  that  CCU.1  accept  accommodation. 


PUBLIC  HEViLTH  STAFF 


T^-S  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a prt-time 
Medical  Officer,  and  a Sanitary  Inspector  v^ho  is  also 
Surveyor. 

A visiting  Nurse  is  provided  by  the  County. 


^.SULiVITGE  FACILITIES 

Ambulance  facilities  for  all  cases  are  controlled 
by  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh,  and  the  needs 
for  this  District  are  met  by  the  4mbulance  Station  at 
Horv\/ich. 


MORTD'AE^^' 


i 


The  I'brtuary  situated  at  the  Cemetery,  is  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  District. 


SANITi\RY 
\7\tcr  Supply 


(1),  The  c^urntity  of  water  supplied  has  been  satis- 
fy c-t  oil]  fiiaintained  throughout  the  year,  ond  on  no 
oceari'-'u  h's  it  been  found  necessary  to  impose 
ror)tri(r;:ions  even  though  an  abnormal  period  of  dry 
weather  v;aG  experienced. 


(il)  The  quality  of  the  water  hasclec  been  satisfactory 
apait  from  a.  complaint  received  from  Aspull  U.D.G.  who 
obtained  an  unsatisfactory  report  of  a sample  of  water 
tchen  from  their  mains.  Following  up  this  complaint, 
a sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the  reservoir  before 
treatment,  and  the  result  showed  a sli^t  bacterial 
count,  and  at  the  same  time  a further  sample  was  taken 
a-r'ter  chlorination  from  the  supply  mains  in  Blackrod. 
This  sample  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  It  is 
assumed  _that  contamination  may  have  tciken  place  in  the 
Aspull  U.D.  area  in  their  own  mains,  probably  due  to 
a temporary  low  pressure  period  during  times  of  heavy 
draw. 


(III)  As  a precaution  against  plunbo  solvent  action  only 
Hinned  ' lead  pipes  arc  allowed  on  all  water  pipes. 

(IV)  Continuous  chlorination  is  carried  out  as  the  water 
enters  into  supply,  as  a precaution  against  pollution, 
this  chlorination  is  recorded  automatically  on  a chart, 
and  the  amount  of  chlrrine  dose  indicated.  The  Council 
have  under  consideration  at  the  present  time  the 
demolition  of  a farm  stead  and  cottage  which  is  smtuatec 
near  the  reservoir  embankment,  as  a check  against  a 
possible  source  of  pollution.  This  is  considered 


I 


advisalDle  in  the  light  of  the  Centrs.1  Advisory  V/ater 
CoLiroittee  Report  on  tethering  G-roimds  in  which  it  is 
recoM'-iended  that  water  supply  fro^o  uphand  sources 
should  have  long  storage  in  a reservoir  followed  by 
filtration  and  sterilisation.  In  our  case,  the  only 
safeguard  against  possible  pollution  of  the  water  is  a 
continuous  chlorination  of  the  water  as  it  enters  the 
suppljo  nains.  Regular  inspections  are  nade  on  the 
Gathering  Grounds  to  prevent  pollution. 

(V).  The  total  number  of  Houses  suppjlied  with  a piped 
water  supply  from  public  main^- 


(a;  flirect 


3 ileuses 


992  ~ 37.592  peer  sons 
iTil  Ail 
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sewage  is 

it 

is  p 

L.S 

sed  tliroug 

set 

tie 

ou 

t and  the 

tanl:s  when  the  grosser  sclid: 


effluent  is  then  passed  over  the  land 


for  finch  filtration  prior  to  bein':  dischvorred  into 


the  strea.n.  At  the  Scot  Lane  outfall  the  retention  tanl:s 


are  insufficient  in  size  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the 
amount  of  sewage  discharged  to  this  umrks,  and  consequently 
solid  matter  is  passed  tlirough  the  effluent  distrubuting 


pipes  to  be  discherge-d  on  the  h 


A r- 


mnd  on  occasions  blocking 


these  pipes. 


At  the  main  outfall  (ITight ingale  Ram)  which  deals 
with  the  sewage  from  the  Mgher  parts  of  the  District, 
there  is  a tendency  to  flooding  during  continued  periods 


ne 


of  heavy  rains  and.  storms  dischargi 
the  land  owing  to  surcharge  of  the 
Further  distribution  pipes  are  required  for  this  land. 


_ on  one  section  of 
u distriibuticn  pipes. 


One  small  disposal  plant  comprising  septic  tank  and 
filter  has  been  constructed  and  put  into  operation  to  deal 


with  the  sewage  froa  5 houses  in  Hanchester  Bsad,  owinp- 
to  there  beixig  no  sewer  available. 


A sewer  oanhole  at  the  Junction  of  Scot  Lane  w’ith 
I.hnohester  Roarl  was  found  to  be  surchou’ging  during  heav3^ 
r'^.in  storns,  and  the  nanhole  overflow  was  discharging 
sewage  to  an  open  ditch  nearby.  By  the  rc— arrange nent 
and  reconstruction  of  the  chanber j all  sewage  is  being 
ssti sfactorilj’  dealt  with,  and  passed  through  to  the  works 

Pood 


Regular  inspections  are  carried  out  to  shops  and 
fooc  preparing  prenisGd.  All  carcas  neit  is  supplied  to 
tne  ~hoip_-^/tne  Thnistry  of  rood,  the  aninals  beinp 
siaugno^reu  in  another  District.  Cne  Licensed  Slaughter 

^■'^‘^"^sionally  for  the  slaughter  of  ois’s  for 


private  consuners,  under  the  pig  rearing  scheine.' 
erreasses  of  these  aninals  are  insoected  for  thf^  Ovmers 
ana  advised  as  to  their  fitness  for  food.  6 P-enise- 
have  been  registered  for  the  sale  ci  ^ise. 

have  no  ice-crean  miufactured  in  the  District! 
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scaveng'-^^^ 


'-■'t  regular  intervals,  other '"c^ as ^ ' 

County  Council  .vhJ  are-thrKlSi^iutSSltnor""" 
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Jil^enpyjagis  th^  Yean?. 

ho_.  of  Preniess  Visited  ~ 200 

Je^ects  or  huisances  Discovered 
riotices  served  - 

Informal  6l 
^ Statutory  26 
legal  proceedings  taken  - piii, 

l^’^sing  the  number  of  :,r  enises  visited,  notices 

bo-hg-Led  nuisances  ha-v'e 

Ccuscd,  cue  to  defective  dwelling  houses,  coqplaints 


being  mde  due  to  danp  walls,  perished  ceiling  and 
wall  lilaster,  decayed  wooden  floors,  leaking  slate  roofs 
decayed  windows,  and  defective  eaves  gutters.  These 
defects  are  due  to  neglect  oiid  lack  of  regular  maintenance 
work  over  the  past  years,  the  condition  of  many  of  then 
are  such  that  only  for  the  acute  housing  shortage  a 
recoonendation  would  be  cade  that  these  houses  be  subject 
to  denolition  and  cleoi'ance  orders.  In  the  meant ine  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  maintain  the  i in  a:  tolerable 
condition,. 


Srt  has  been  found  necessary  to  place  denolition 
orders  under  Section  11  of  the  I936  Housing  Act  on  16 
unfit  houses  which  were  in  a cone  it  ion  that  further 
tenancy  could  not  be  allowed.  These  tenants  have  been 
rehoused  in  new  Council  houses. 


Offensive  'jtsades 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  in  'which  any 
trade  scheduled  as  an  offensive  trade  is  carried  cn. 

The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  carried  on  by 
direct  labour.  One  motor  refuse  collecting  vehicle  assisted 
by  a horse  and  cart  when  required  is  employed  on  this 
work.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  filling  up  disused 
colliery ^shafts  which  is  an  economical  and  satisfactory 
method  of  disposal,  and  free  from  infestation  usually 
associated  with  the  disposal  of  refuse. 


Schools 


mere  c.i  e.  tnise  Junior  Schools  and  one  Liodern  School 
in  the  District.  The  sanitary  accoi._Qodation  at  two  of  the 
Junior  Schools  and  the  modern  School  are  satisfactory.  At 
the  Scot  Lane  Junior  School  trough  closets  are  still  in  use 
and  these  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  I^^-narx— 
nent  have  been  recenmended  to  recondition  these  closets^and 
to  provide  v\/acer  closets  in  substitution  for  the  trough 
closets. 


Brke  Houses 


There  is  one  retsil  bekehouse  in  the  District, 
this  is  satisfectory . 

Factories  & \Ycrkshr»p_s 


hui-iber  in  District  - 8, 

Bleach’vvorks  (Temporarily  closed  down  as 

factory)  ~ 1, 

V/eaving  Shed  - 1 

Clogger  ct  Boot  Hepairer  ~ 1. 

tJoiner  - 1. 

Inspections  ~ 8. 


One  factor^/ 
provide  oid equate 

Convexiienees  in 


has  been  sei^ved  with  Ho  tic 
saxiitaiy  ac  cormodation  for 

the  J^i stric t 


e to 
its 


Employees . 


The  Local  Authority  have  provided  two  Public 
Conveniences  ^t  two  iniiportant  road  junctions  where  peoule 
congregate,  waiting  for  Public  T37a.ns.J0rt.  The  acooiim-'''” 
odation  provided  in  each  c onvenienco  is  1 - T^’-'O  Stall 
Urinal  and  1 W.C.  for  Men  and  1 V.C,  for  Ladies.  Also 
incorpo3-ated  in  the  building  is  a shelter.  These 
Conveniences  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Public. 


Privqr  Mid  dens  - 27. 

Closets  attached  to  these  middens  - 32. 

Pail  Closets  - lit. 

Ho.  of  Dry  Ash  Pits  (excluding  jhddens)  - Hil 
Ho.  of  Fresh  i/ater  Closets  - 932 

Ho.  cf  Haste  Hater  Closets  - Nil 
i-'io.  of  Houses  a.t  \\/hich  movable  ash  bins  hc-ve  been 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles  - 5. 

5 Privy  Lliddens  nave  been  converted  and  9 vvater 
closets  provided. 


Houses 


THe  Council  have  erected  and  conpleted  1;0  houses 
year.  24-3  bedroom  type  houses,  and  16 
01c  P^ple's  Bungalovv's,  Tenders  have  been  accepted  ^cr 
the  construction  of  a further  3^  houses,  18  of  which'’ aj7e 
under  various  stages  of  construction,  these  will  be  io 
Two  Bedroom  tx^e,  14  three  bedroom  type  and  4 - Pour 


bedroom  tjri 
enterprise. 


jJ  KZf  0 


One  house  has  been  constructed  by  privj 


Chief  t^j^ JRe 0 uir^eme  Dl st ric t 


of 

for 


u.nfit  houses,  the  reconditioning 
oub-stendcrc:  houses  and  a continued  building 


g programme 


houses  to  replace  unfit  houses. 


T,-  . UiiXJLV  nous^ 

^ V sewage  disposal  systems  have  been 
rep.zrt...u  elsewhere  in  the  report.  The  conversion  of 
existiiig  privy  middens  and  Water  Closets  provided 


S Council's  Officers 


for  the  kind  and  valued  co-operation  during  the\e 


Dalton  House, 
Leigh  Road, 

W e s t hou  gh  t on , 
Belton. 


CUL  ♦ 


I am,  G-entlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  Ul'TS^yORTH. 

M.  0.  H, 


26th  Hune,  I950. 


